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HISTORY — HONOURS
Fifth Paper

Full Marks : 100

Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words
as far as practicable.
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(History of East Asia)
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[English Version]

The figures in the margin indicate full marks.
Group - A

(History of East Asia)

1. Answer any one question : 10

(a) What is Confucianism?

(b) What do you mean by the Tribute System?

(c) Write a short note on the Self-strengthening movement.

(d) Discuss the features of the Boxer movement.

(e) How the Yenan experiment of China gave birth to a new social model?
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2. Answer any one question : 10

(a) What is Shogunate?

(b) Discuss the role of the Samurai in pre-modern Japan.

(c) Discuss the role of the Zaibatsu in the economic development of Japan.

(d) What was the significance of the Anglo-Japanese Treaty of 1902?

(e) Why the Japan of the 1930s was called the Dark Valley?

3. Answer any one question : 20

(a) Briefly discuss the Canton system of trade.

(b) Discuss the significance of the May 4th movement.

(c) Explain the role of Sun Yat Sen in the republican revolution of 1911.

4. Answer any one question : 20

(a) Was the nature of the Meiji Constitution essentially conservative?

(b) Trace the progress of education in Meiji Japan.

(c) Explain the significance of Russo-Japanese war of 1904-05.

Answer any two questions, taking one from each Unit. 20×2

Unit - 1

5. Is it proper to say that pre-modern China was a gentry state? 20

6. Explain the nature of the Taiping Rebellion. 20

7. Was the Tung-Chi restoration a real restoration? 20

8. Analyse the complex social composition of the Boxer rebellion. 20

Unit - 2

9. Would you regard the downfall of the Tokugawa Shogunate to be a case of ‘murder’ or ‘suicide’? Trace
the development leading to the opening of Japan and the downfall of Shogunate. 20

10. Explain why China and Japan adopted different attitude towards the West. 20

11. How far the state enterprise was important in the economic development of Meiji Japan? 20

12. Discuss the background of Washington Conference of 1921-22. Was the conference able to check the
aggressive policy of Japan in the Pacific region? 20
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(Aspects of Antiquity)

(Aeneid)

‘Struggle of Orders’

(Sophist)

(Mystery cult)
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(Attic) (Comedy) 

[English Version]

The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

Group - B

(Aspects of Antiquity)

1. Answer any one question : 10

(a) What is the significance of the Narmer Palette?

(b) Can Mycenaeans be considered as the ‘First Greeks’?

(c) What were the reasons for the defeat of Carthage against the Romans?

(d) Explain the idea of Divine Monarchy in Egypt.

(e) What was the significance of Virgil’s ‘Aeneid’?

2. Answer any one question : 10

(a) What was the position of women in Spartan society?

(b) What was Thucydide’s contribution to the idea of history?

(c) Who were the helots?

(d) What do you mean by ‘Struggle of Orders’?

(e) What was the extent of Alexander’s empire?

3. Answer any one question : 20

(a) Who were the Sophists?

(b) How did the Etruscans influence Roman civilization?

(c) What was the nature of Macedonian empire?
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4. Answer any one question : 20

(a) Examine the origins of the mystery cults in ancient Greece.

(b) What was the class composition of Athenian society?

(c) How was the Mediterranean Sea transformed into a Roman lake?

Answer any two questions, taking one from each Unit. 20×2

Unit - 1

5. Analyse the different theories regarding the origin of the Greek Polis. 20

6. Briefly discuss the progress of democracy in Athens. Was Cleisthenes a link between Solon and Pericles?
20

7. Discuss the political institutions of Republican Rome. 20

8. How was the Roman Republic transformed into ‘principate’? 20

Unit - 2

9. Assess the contribution of Herodotus to the development of history as a subject of learning. 20

10. How did fifth century Attic comedy originate? What was the political and social relevance of
Aristrophanic comedy? 10+10

11. What were the features of Roman religious practices? 20

12. Evaluate the importance of festivals and games in ancient Greece. 20


