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Department of Bengali in collaboration with IQAC will celebrate International Mother-Language
Day on 21 February, 2024.
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“Multilingual Education”
A Pillar of Intergenerational Learning




The idea to celebrate International Mother Language Day was the initiative of Bangladesh which was
approved by the UNESCO in 1999 and is observed throughout the world since 2000. Languages have
complex implications for identity, communication, social integration and education. Due to
globalization, languages are facing threat of disuse and disappearance. At least 45% of the estimated
7000 languages spoken in the world are endangered. Only a few hundred languages have been given
a place in education systems and the public domains across the world and less than a hundred are
used in the digital world. Multilingual and multicultural societies survive through their languages that
preserve and transmit traditional knowledge in a sustainable way. Hence, when a language
disappears, an entire cultural heritage also disappears with it. UNESCO believes in the value of

linguistic diversity in the world and works to sustain it.

The theme for this year’s International Mother Language Day is “Multilingual Education — A Pillar
of Intergenerational Learning”. A significant portion of the global population lacks access to
education in their mother-tongue at present. But multilingual education is crucial for inclusive
education and the preservation of non-dominant indigenous languages. It is essential for universal
access to education and lifelong learning opportunities for all. Gradual progress is being made in
multilingual education through early schooling and more commitment to its development in public
life.

The Department of Bengali will organize a quiz competition and a poster-making competition to
celebrate ‘Multilingual Education’ on 21 February, 2024.
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